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Book Reviews

Ackerman, Karen.
Bingleman's Midway.
Illustrated by Barry Moser. Boyd's Mill
Press, 1995. ISBN 1-56397-366-9. $14.95.
31 pp.
PB K-3 PB

Reviewed by Vivian Milius

When Ohio fannboy Drew first sees
Bingleman he notes, "He was clearly not from
Ohio."
The carnival caravan has need of
mechanical first aid as it arrives at Drew's father's
farm. Drew and his younger brother persuade
their father to take them to the carnival where
they see all sorts of strange things. But when
Bingleman steps into the tent and begins his
magic show, Drew is hooked. Late that same
night, Drew slips away to join Bingleman's
Midway, but Bingleman returns him to his father.
Sheepishly, Drew apologizes to his father who
explains, "When I was near your age, I was gone
for almost two weeks before your grandpa caught
up to me."
Caldecott winner Ackerman (Song and Dance
Man) renders a period reminiscence from preWWII days. The story is carried well by watercolorist Moser who illustrated Cynthia Rylant's
Appalachia: The Voices of Singing Birds in a
similar style. This is an adult/child lap-sharing
book-one that might appeal more to the adult
than the child in both prose and picture.

••••

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996

Banks, Lynne Reid. The Fairy Rebel. Read by
Lynne Reid Banks. Listening Library Inc,
1995. ISBN 0-8072-7593-X. $16.98. 2 hrs.
30 min. (2 audio cassettes).

* 3+ FI

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

The Fairy Rebel was published in 1985.1t is
the story of a young fairy girl who makes friends
with a human, a thing expressly forbidden by the
fairy queen. She helps her friend, a young married
woman, to have a baby. The story focuses on the
woman and her husband and their interactions
with the fairy and her friends and enemies. It is
kind of a tell- me- about- when- I- was- born story
and captivatingly charming.
Banks is a superb reader for this story. Young
readers will love it!

••••
Barnes, Peter W. & Cheryl Shaw. Woodrow, the
White Mouse. Illustrated by the authors.
Rosebud Books, 1995. ISBN 0-9637688-2-4.
$15.95. 28 pp.
A K-3 PB

Reviewed by Vivian Milius

"Every four years, like the rest of us do, the
mice of the nation elect someone, too!" So the
fast-paced and humorous rhyme tells of elections
and White House life with the mice juxtaposed
into the human scene. The pictures are filled with
additional humor from mouse campaign buttons,
to book titles on the shelves, to human and mouse
press conferences happening in the same room at
the same time. The setting is nostalgic-the
thirties or forties-and full of opulence, elegance,
and unusual names.

1
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Children of all ages, and grown-ups too, will
enjoy this entertaining account of being a
president and living in the White House.

••••
Barrows, Allison. The Artist's Model. Illustrated
by the author. Carolrhoda Books, 1996.
ISBN 0-87614-948-4. $14.95. 26 pp.
B K-3 PB

Reviewed by Vivian Milius

Alex is thrilled when her father, a well-known
book-jacket illustrator of fantasy novels, uses her
as one of his models. She describes the entire
process-from his creating sketches from which
the publishing staff selects one idea, to posing for
a photographer, to watching the final illustration
take shape. Her school friends love finding the
book with her on the cover and showing it to the
librarian. Alex wants to be an artist when she
grows up, just like her father.
The author-illustrator of this book chronicles
her husband, Romas Kukalis and their daughter
Alexandra, creating the book jacket for Judith
Tarr's Spear ofHeaven. Barrows carries the story
with cartoon-like drawings into which she places
her husband's actual sketches, cover art, and black
and white studio photographs. The book is
entertaining, informative, and interesting all at
once!

••••
Berry, Liz. The China Garden. Farrar, Strauss &
Giroux, 1996. ISBN 0-374-31228-6. $18.00.
285 pp.
B+ 9+ FI

Reviewed by Rachel L. Wadham

When Clare moves with her mother from
London to the country estate of Ravensmere, she
discovers the concealed history of her family,
strengthens her psychic ability, finds love, and
faces the challenge of discovering the mysterious
Benison. Filled with intense, vivid characters,
The China Garden expertly illustrates how the far

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol17/iss4/3

and recent past are inextricably linked to the
future, and how all of the players in time affect all
points of history. From man's relationship to the
land, the strength of women, to destined love, the
novel's multiple themes are delicately woven
together. With a prevailing mood of isolation and
mystery, the reader is held in suspense as the plot
aptly builds to an exciting climax. Packed with
tension not from the action but from the mystery
and original premise, the author's straightforwardstyle complements the themes and plot nicely.
Although the obviously British slang and word
usage in the book, the sexual tension between
Clare and her boyfriend Mark, and their one
sexual encounter may be disagreeable to a few,
this novel is still rewarding and will be
appreciated by historical fiction, fantasy, and
romance enthusiasts alike.

••••
Birchman, David F. The Raggly Scraggly NoSoap No-Scrub Girl. Illustrated by Guy
Porfirio. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books,
1995.
ISBN 0-688-11060-6.
$15.00.
Unpaginated.
B Pre-3 PB

Reviewed by Vivian Milius

Looking back to summer in the forties, a
farmboy remembers the time his family received
a surprise visit one evening from a girl,
proclaiming herself the "Raggly Scraggly NoSoap No-Scrub Girl," and her pet raven. The
raven splashes in the blackberry cobbler while the
girl makes quick work of their cornbread chicken
'n dumplings. In minutes the house is trashed as
they all watch in amazement. Father rescues the
moment by pulling out his harmonica, tossing it to
the narrator, and whisking mother in a dance
around the room. The Raggly Scraggly girl twirls
around the room also, leaving a dust storm in her
wake and finally collapsing on the sofa into a
sound sleep. Mother sees a chance to give this
girl a much-needed scrubbing, but the girl jumps
up and races through the house in an escape
effort-only to dash out the door and land smack
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in the waiting washtub on the porch. After a few
frantic moments, the girl flies from the tub and
out of the yard never to be seen again. The tub
takes on a new life as a garden planter and has to
be replaced because it never comes clean again.
This fun-filled tall-tale is perfectly illustrated with action-packed, nostalgic watercolors.

••••
Block, Francesca Lia. Illustrated by David Diaz.
HarperCollins, 1995 . ISBN 0-060-24879-3.
$15.00. 106 pp.
NR YA FI

Reviewed by Jan Porter

Baby Be-Bop is a surreal "trip" into the dark
and imaginative mind of a teenage homosexual.
It is a journey into an existence filled with drugs,
violence, magic, and ghostly visitations. The
reader can not help but be affected by the subject
matter and be drawn into the hallucinatory world
inhabited by Baby Be-Bop.
Block's previous publications have received
numerous awards from the American Library
Association. Her writing is descriptive and
extremely imaginative, but if Be-Bop's world
exists in reality, it's not a good place to visit.

••••
Bradford, Karleen. There Will Be Wolves.
Illustrated by Bill Dodge. Lodestar Books,
1996. ISBN 0-525-67539-6. $15.99. 195 pp.
A- YA FI

Reviewed by Jan Porter

The year is 1096. Ursula finds herself being
tried as a witch because she, a mere girl, claims to
have healing powers. To save herself from the
stake, she agrees to accompany her father on the
People's Crusade. The march to the holy city of
Jerusalem is arduous, filled with hardships and
violence. The crusaders, faced with depravation
and hunger, become like a pack of wolves preying
on the villages in their path. It takes all of
Ursula's strength to survive the journey.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996

A realistic view of the "glorious" crusades,
Bradford's book exposes the seamy side of
medieval life.
The heroine deals with
superstition, sexual harassment, violence, and
child abuse-themes that could be considered
contemporary and relevant to today's reader.
Though not for the faint of heart, There Will Be
Wolves is a realistic portrayal of this historical
period .

••••
Burningham, John. Cloud/and Illustrated by the
author. Crown, 1996. ISBN 0-517-70929-5.
$20.99. Unpaginated.
A

Pre-3

Reviewed by Vivian Milius

Albert falls from a cliff as his family hurries
down the mountain after a long day of hiking.
Luckily for Albert, he falls into a cloud that has
been magically changed by an incantation of the
cloud children, to catch him. Unfortunately, his
parents do not know this and are left to grieve for
their lost son. Albert enjoys many days of
adventuring with his new-found cloud friends, but
at last realizes that despite the fun and thrills,
what he really wants is to go home. The cloud
children take him to their queen who grants his
wish. After a going- away party with the children,
the queen, and the man-in-the-moon, Albert
wakes up in his own bed. Albert returns to his old
school routine but he can often be heard muttering
strange words as he tries to repeat the cloud
children's magic incantation. "There goes Albert
talking to himself. He always did have his head in
the clouds."
This imaginative story is whimsically
illustrated with a collage of photographs and
Burningham's cartoon drawings.

••••
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Byars, Betsy. Tornado. Illustrated by Doron
Ben-Ami. HarperCollins, 1996. ISBN 0-060264522-7. $13.89. 49 pp.

* 2-4 FI

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

"Twister!" Pete yelled. "Twister!" I
ran for the house.
"Twister!" He pointed. I looked
over my shoulder. I could see it-a long,
black funnel cloud in the west. It pointed
from the dark sky right down to our farm.
Pete opened the doors to the storm cellar
and beckoned with his straw hat.
"Twister!" he shouted again.
The family runs to the cellar while Pete, the
hired man, secures the door and lights the lantern.
Then while the wind rages above them, the family
listens to Pete's stories about when he was young
and had a dog named Tornado.
It seems the dog was delivered, house and all,
by a twister right into Pete's back yard. And that
dog was something! He played card tricks,
kidnapped a turtle, and dug shade holes where he
could keep cool and away from the cat. He
became a part of Pete's family, and Pete shared
that family history during the times when a good
story was most needed.
Betsy Byars is a gifted story teller, and in this
story her protagonist is every bit as gifted.

••••
Christiana, David. The First Snow. Illustrated by
the author. Scholastic, 1996. ISBN 0-59022855-2. $15.95. 32 pp.
A 1-3 PB

Reviewed by Jan Porter

"Long ago in the time of two seasons, Mother
Nature was a little girl who only liked warm
weather." So begins this delightful picture book.
Christiana's incredible water colors bring to life
the wind, summer ( a lady in a gold dress with a
trunk full of plants) and winter. After being

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol17/iss4/3

rejected by the little girl, Winter visits Aunt
Arctica, a bespectacled polar bear, for advice!
An imaginative perspective of the way
nature's elements work together, The First Snow
is deliciously written and illustrated. Children of
all ages will appreciate its beauty.

••••
Clements, Andrew. Bright Christmas: An Angel
Remembers. Illustrated by Kate Kiesler.
Clarion, 1996. ISBN0-395-72096-6. $15.95.
32 pp
A 1+ FI

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

An angel, who has always, always been an
angel, tells the Christmas story from the
viewpoint of angels. Since time immemorial,
these celestial messengers have been preparing
the world for the night of the Savior's birth.
In their day, Moses, David, and Isaiah all
played a part in the drama. The angel reports how
all the angels prepared people long ago for this
event so that it was not a sudden drama on the
world's stage, but the culmination of prior
"amazing things." Then, when the star lit up the
sky, all of the angel messages and songs
throughout the ages led to that brightness-a hope
and song that the world is still singing.
Oil paintings and text carry the reader along
the angels' route through earth's time. Shepherds
gaze up into the sky, as seen from the angels'
vantage point. Angels follow the shepherds being
led through the dark night by a bright star. Mary
is realistically and radiantly portrayed. Optimism
is expressed by the angel narrator who reports
"The star is still shining, and I am still singing,
and the earth is still singing back." In simple,
concise text and appropriately non-opulent
paintings, a beautiful retelling of the story that
deals with the Nativity and the reason for
Christmas.

••••
4
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Climo, Shirley. A Treasury of Princesses:
Princess Tales from Around the World.
Illustrated
by
Ruth
Sanderson.
HarperCollins, 1996. ISBN 0-06-024532-8.
$16.89. 76 pp.
Sandra L. Tidwell

A 3+ FI

Seven stories offo1ktales involving princesses
have been compiled by Climo in A Treasury of
Princesses. The countries of China, Arabia,
Russia, South Africa, Scandinavia, Guatemala,
and Greece are represented. Before each princess
story, Climo gives a short summary of princess
stories with the same theme. For example, before
the story "Gulnara," Climo describes folktales
from other countries which involve a wise
princess. Princesses under spells, those who have
been banished to the heavens, princesses who
have shown courage or wisdom, even princesses
with imperfections are included.
This volume will especially be loved by
female readers who have ever dreamed of being,
or wished to be, a princess. Sanderson's beautiful,
richly-colored, realistic illustrations, one for each
story, add greatly to this international collection.
Use Climo's book as an interesting read-aloud
selection in a unit on folklore, or as the
foundation of a puppet show, reader's theater
production, or art lesson.

••••
Conrad, Pam. The Rooster's Gift. Illustrated by
Eric Beddows. HarperCollins, 1996. ISBN
0-06-023603-5 . $15.95. Unpaginated.
B Pre-3 PB

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

A young rooster believes he has the gift of
making the sun rise every morning. However, one
day the rooster sleeps in and is disappointed to
find that the sun rises without him. The smallest
hen convinces the rooster that the gift is knowing
when the sun will rise and announcing its arrival
in quite a special way.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996

© 1996 Ruth Sanderson

Beddows has succeeded in creating illustrations that convey the brilliance of a sunrise.
His choice of colors is dramatic; the colors create
an earthy, country feeling which enhances and
strengthens the text. The writing style clear, with
the words carefully chosen.
The theme of the book is interesting. The
smallest hen, who watches while the rooster
welcomes the dawn in reverence and respect,
encourages the rooster. Through the hen's
reassurance, the rooster has self admiration. The
reader may question who really has the greater
gift. Is it the arrogant rooster who believes the
world revolves around him, or is it the selfless
chicken who arises every day to support and
encourage? A discussion about the text may lead
children to some interesting observations about
roles and appreciation for service they may take

5
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for granted. The quality of the illustrations and
writing make the book a dependable selection.

••••

Eleanor became confident and respected by her
peers.
Cooney has captured, in both words and
pictures, the remarkable transformation of the
timid Eleanor into a poised young woman who
would become one of the most beloved first ladies
of the United States. Simple and provocative, the
account acknowledges that life may be difficult,
even for children, but that an indomitable spirit
can overcome fear, sadness, and loneliness. That
victorious spirit permeates this biography. This
book needs to be read in classrooms, libraries, and
homes.

••••
Coville, Bruce.
Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon
Hatcher. Read by Bruce Coville & The
Words Take Wing Repertory Company.
Listening Library Inc., 1995. ISBN 0-80727531-X. $16.98. 2 hrs 40 min (2 audio
cassettes).

Eleanor
© 1996 Barbara Cooney
Cooney, Barbara. Eleanor. Illustrated by the
author. Viking, 1996. ISBN 0-670-86159-6.
$15.99. Unpaginated.
A+ K-3 PB

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Even wealth and privilege did not shelter
Eleanor Roosevelt from a sad and lonely
childhood. Her mother called her "Granny"
because Eleanor was "so funny and old-fashioned
looking." Eleanor was shy and avoided other
children. By age nine she had lost both her
beautiful mother and doting father and went to
live with her stem Grandmother Hall. At fifteen
she was sent to Allenswood, an English boarding
school, where the headmistress Mademoiselle
Souvestre became her mentor and friend. During
her three years under Mlle. Souvestre's tutelage,

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol17/iss4/3

A 3+ FI

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher was
published in 1988 and is a delightful story of a
shy boy who hatches a dragon and then has the
problem of getting it back to its own world.
Coville is not as good a reader as Yolen and
Banks, though not bad. I did not enjoy the
different voices for the characters with the voice
of the narrator chiming in with "he said."
Books on tape open the world of literature to
many children who would otherwise not sit still to
read. Anyone who likes to listen to stories will
like these tapes and hearing the cadence of the
author' s voice. I also feel that, whenever
possible, books should not be abridged when put
on tape. This selection from the Listening Library
Inc. would be a good addition to any home or
library.

••••
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Creech, Sharon. Pleasing the Ghost. Illustrated
by Stacey Schuett. HarperCollins, 1996.
ISBN 0-06-026985-5. $13.95. 89 pp.

Creech, Sharon. Absolutely Normal Chaos.
HarperCollins, 1995. ISBN 0-06-026989-8.
$14.95. 230 pp.

B 2-5 FI

A- 7-10 FI

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

Nine-year-old Dennis is visited by the ghost
of his uncle who wants Dennis to complete some
unfinished business. His uncle Arvie suffered a
stroke and began to talk in puzzles before he died.
The trick for Dennis is not only to figure out what
Uncle Arvie means by his gibberish, but also how
to complete the requested tasks: recovering a
birthday letter, finishing an oil painting, and
digging up buried letters and money. Dennis'
continued longing for his father to come as a
ghost keeps him eager to have ghosts come and
go. Another boy (whose father is also dead) is
able to see Uncle Arvie. He bullies Dennis and
breaks his bedroom window. Finally when
Dennis is able to prove to Bill that Uncle Arvie is
a ghost, Dennis concludes that possibly he and
Billy both needed a ghost.
The large easy-reading text is made difficult
by the nonsense words Uncle Arvie uses such as
"Heartfoot a lallery." According to Uncle Arvie,
ghosts spend their time being blown around and
sleeping, which is an interesting bit of
information. Readers may be uncomfortable with
the theme of the story-children who lose their
parents are more open to believing in the
supernatural because they need that connection.
The relationship with Billy the Bully seems
unresolved. Uncle Arvie, tormenting a suitor
seeing his wife, sends children an interesting
message about second marriages by widows. The
book provides light reading; the plot is interesting
and holds the reader. Some children could relate
to the loss Dennis feels with the death of his
father. However, the book is certainly not the
quality of Creech's previous book, Walk Two
Moons.

••••
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

"Dear Mr. Birkway,
Here it is: my summer journal. . .The
problem is this, though. I don't want you
to read it. I really mean it. I just wanted
you to know I did it. . .But please,
PLEEEASSE DON'T READ IT! How
was I to know all this stuff was going to
happen this summer? . . PLEASE
DON'T READ IT. I mean it.
Sincerely,
Mary Lou Finney"
How can you resist an opening like that? This
is the story of 13-year-old Mary Lou Finney's
summer, as she writes about it in her journal. Her
best friend Beth Ann gets a boy friend and drives
her crazy. Her cousin Carl Ray from West
Virginia suddenly turns up to stay for the summer.
Her next door neighbor Mr. Furtz dies suddenly of
a heart attack. Her sister gets grounded for two
weeks and nearly misses the biggest party of her
entire life. A boy from school, Alex, starts
showing up on her street and at the swimming
pool until they begin to talk and she discovers he
likes her. (" Sigh!") Carl Ray gets a call from a
lawyer who tells him an anonymous person has
left him $5,000 and a trust fund for college. Beth
Ann breaks up with her boy friend and starts
dating Carl Ray. And, believe it or not there is
more! It is truly an account of "Absolutely
Normal Chaos."
I loved this book! Mary Lou is such a
thirteen-year-old! She's funny and confused and
impatient and full of life. Her family and her
summer are so real, in spite of the crazy things
that keep happening, and her reactions to all of the
chaos are so typically delicious, that readers will
find themselves unable to put the book down.
Girls will love the book because it will feel like
reading a letter from a friend. Boys will enjoy it
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because it gives a wonderful insight into the secret
thoughts of a real girl.
Mary Lou struggles to stop using the word
"God" as an exclamation, and tries substituting all
kinds of synonyms. It is funny and slightly
irreverent and might offend some readers.

••••
Cushman, Karen. The Ballad of Lucy Whipple.
Illustrated by Trina Schart Hyman. Clarion,
1996. ISBN 0-395-72806-1. $13.95. 195 pp.

* 5-8 FI

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

California Morning Whipple hates everything
about California from the hot weather to the loud,
dirty miners seeking gold. She resents her widow
mother's quest for adventure. Besides changing
her name to Lucy, California decides she will also
changes her address-back to Massachusetts
where her grandparents still live. She misses the
fresh food, the parties, the schools, but most of all
the lending libraries. Throughout the story, Lucy
attempts to return home. However, when the
opportunity finally presents itself, Lucy decides
to stay in Lucky Diggins to become the town
librarian. She writes that it "seems to me home is
where I am loved and safe and needed."
From Lucy's first person narrative together
with letters written back home to her
grandparents, the reader learns of the harsh life in
a mining town. Tales of "gold lying on the
ground and fruit hanging from the trees" are
simply tales. Instead, the newcomers face hard
work, food shortages, and lack of medical care.
"Author's Notes" at the end of the book give
further information, explaining "the story of the
California gold rush has always been as much
myth as history." Lucy is a strong character who
quickly endears herself to the reader with her wit
and resourcefulness. The book provides accurate
information on an interesting period of time, as
well as spins a delightful tale with a valuable
theme. Cushman's third book equals in quality
her first two.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol17/iss4/3

••••
Dewey, Ariane. Naming Colors. Illustrated by
the author. HarperCollins, 1995. ISBN 0-06021292-6. $16.00. 48 pp.
A 3+ NF PB

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

Ariane Dewey's fascination with color and
color names led her to write this book telling of
the origins of color names. Her illustrations
further define the color for the reader. Some color
names came from the flowers or food that
manifests that color. For instance, "Oranges were
brought to Europe from the Middle East....Before
the fruit arrived in Europe, there was no word for
this color [orange] ." The index of color names
includes a stroke of that color underneath the
word.
This book is a useable, interesting guide to
the origin of 144 color names.

••••
Doyle, Brian. Spud Sweetgrass. Groundwood
Books/Douglas & Mcintyre Ltd., 1992.
ISBN 0-88899-164-9. $14.95. 140 pp.
B 7+ Fl

Reviewed by Lanell Reeder

John Sweetgrass gained his nick name "Spud"
when he began work at a "Chipwagon" in Ottawa.
He is half Irish and half Aboriginal (he says Abo).
The girl he calls his girlfriend, Connie Pan, is half
Vietnamese and half Chinese. Spud' s father died
shortly before the story begins and he and his
mother are both still trying to figure out how their
lives should fit together without him. Spud' s mom
doesn ' t know he' s been kicked out of school.
Spud works for Mr. Fryday' s chain of
Chipwagons (where they sell English style French
fries). Spud dislikes and distrusts Dumper Stubbs,
who comes weekly to dump the oil from the
fryers. Spud becomes aware of an ecological
disaster on a local beach, and he and his friends
help to find the culprit. Along the way, Spud
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works on becoming an adult and making the
world better even without his father.
This is a multi-cultural story set in Canada.
Brian Doyle is an award winning Canadian
author. The book is full of puns (like Dumper
Stubbs dumping the grease), and the style and
language of the book took me a while to get into.
Though it is wonderful for young readers to be
exposes to other cultures, it makes reading harder
work than usual, until you get into the story.
There is a great storyline, a great coming-of-agestory, and the kids really are the heroes who save
the day. The story was enjoyable and it could be
recommended to young readers; however, some
doubt exists concerning its universal appeal.

••••
Dunlop, Eileen. Tales of St. Patrick. Holiday
House, 1995. ISBN 0-8234-1218-0. $15.95.
125 pp.
B 7+ FI

Reviewed by Lanell Reeder

I thought from the title this would be a set of
short stories about St. Patrick. It is instead a
fictionalized biography of his life set in fifth
century Britain. As a teenager, Sucat (later called
Patrick) was abducted from his comfortable
home, sold into slavery, and taken to heathen
Ireland. After many years of faithful service,
Sucat escapes to his homeland, feeling called to
return to Ireland one day to be of service to God.
He leaves his parents to receive years and years of
religious training. After hard work, betrayal, and
a lot of waiting, Patrick is called as the Bishop to
bring Christianity to Ireland. He performs
miracles and converts many, and we do Jearn the
many tales told of St. Patrick and his works to the
end of his life.
I found the book informative and interesting.
The reader finishes with an appreciation for those
who give their lives in service to others, and an
understanding of why the Irish adore St. Patrick.
Nearly anyone could grasp the feel of the
historical setting for this book, but an Irish
heritage, or a knowledge and understanding of

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996

Catholicism would help a young adult enjoy this
book more.

••••
Edwards, Chris. The Young Inline Skater. DK
Publishing Co., 1996. ISBN 0-7894-1124-5.
$15.95. 37 pp.
A 4-8 NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

World champion skater, Chris Edwards,
relates the history of inline skating and then
describes the best gear to have before you start,
safety rules, and skate care, including wheel
rotation and bearing removal and cleaning.
Warm-up exercises, correct stances and positions
for standing, stroking, gliding, turning, jumping,
stopping, and falling are also colorfully illustrated
and explained.
Beginning inline skaters will be enthralled by
The Young Inline Skater. Each page is packed
with useful colored illustrations of stances and
moves modeled by young inline skaters. Text and
illustration boxes and different type fonts and
styles keep all the information organized and easy
to follow. A glossary, useful addresses, and an
index are also included.

••••
Fine, Anne. Step by Wicked Step. Little, Brown,
1996. ISBN9-780316-283458. $15.95. 138
pp.
C 4-6 FI

Reviewed by Pat Birkedahl

This is more a compilation of personal
narratives than a novel. The book opens with a
scene promlSlng eerie excitement. A reader,
enticed to read the book by the opening, will be
sorely disappointed.
The three boys and girls thrown together for
an overnighter in an old house, on a scary night,
find a secret room with an old diary. They begin
to read the diary, a story of an unhappy child and
his stepfather. They find the story is incomplete.
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The children all tell their own stories of how they
deal with their step families--hence, the title Step
by Wicked Step.
The book may be valuable as bibliotherapy
for those dealing with difficult step family
relationships. It is also an interesting look at the
everyday life of children in Britain.

••••

acceptance. This is Freeman's first novel. The
language is direct and the situations are realistic,
including the often graphic musings of children
about what adults do when they assume no
children are around or awake to listen. However,
the key to this novel is the powerful circle of
family love, even when some of its members are
no longer physically present, and other members
do not have a clear title or membership
description.

Freeman, Suzanne T. The Cuckoo's Child.
Greenwillow, 1996. ISBN 0-688-14290-7.
$15.00. 249 pp.
A 6+ FI

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

When her parents disappear on a boating trip
on the Ionian Sea, Mia reacts by climbing the
water tower in her aunt's Tennessee town, hoping
to glimpse the ocean she saw daily from the
Beirut apartment she shared with her parents and
sisters. While jumping off the tower, Mia crashes
into Aunt Kit, her mother's younger, single sister
and now Mia's guardian, sending them both to the
hospital. The resultant head concussion grounds
Mia temporarily and Kit's multiple fractures
confine her arms to casts. Bibi and Nell, Mia's
older half-sisters, intent on reading and speaking
French, wearing sandals and European black garb,
are on their way to Boston for a reunion with their
biological father, Mia's mother's first husband. In
their absence, Mia and Kit experience a stormy
and testing relationship. When Kit's boyfriend
becomes a regular every evening, Mia exposes his
still-married status. When anyone tries to get near
her, Mia reacts by lashing out. She also resorts to
stealing. Mrs. Swope, Kit's neighbor, sees
through Mia's hard crust. Orphaned in her youth,
Mrs. Swope relates to Mia's anguish and
confusion with more clarity and wisdom than can
anyone else in Mia's mishmash of a family.
Freeman peels back the complex layers of a
child in emotional turmoil, and a non-traditional
family circle. As Mia settles into the American
lifestyle, she dreams about living in Beirut. She
also comes to grips with the paradox of love and

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol17/iss4/3

©1996 James McMullan

••••
Geringer, Laura. The Pomegranate Seeds: A
Classic Greek Myth. Illustrated by Leonid
Gore. Houghton Mifflin, 1995. ISBN 0-39568192-8. $15.95. 48 pp.
A 5+ Fl

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Persephone, the earth goddess Demeter's
lovely daughter, begs her mother for permission
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to stay home and play with the sea nymphs. Even
though she promises her mother not to wander
alone in the fields, Persephone disobeys. Finding
a red berry bush that she does not have in her
garden at home, she attempts to pull it up, only to
open a huge hole in the earth. Quickly she is
snatched into the underworld by King Hades,
Demeter's brother. Persephone knows that if she
eats or drinks anything in the underworld she will
have to stay there forever, so she repeatedly
refuses refreshment.
Meanwhile, Demeter
searches everywhere for her lost daughter and has
cursed the ground to not bear until her daughter is
returned. A pomegranate, Persephone's favorite
fruit, is the way she is finally saved by Hermes,
Zeus's messenger, and returned to earth.
However, because she has eaten three
pomegranate seeds in the underworld, she must
return to Hades three months every year. When
she returns to the earth each year Persephone
brings spring.
Geringer retells Nathaniel Hawthorne's
"Pomegranate Seeds" from his 1853 Tanglewood
Tales with emotion. The reader will be able to
relate to Persephone's plight and the conflict over
wanting to please her uncle and also wanting to
return to her mother. The wispy flowing lines of
Gore's illustrations contribute to the intense
emotions of the characters; each painting's misty
soft feel is just right for this classic Greek myth
which explains the seasons.

••••
Hamilton, Janice. Quebec. Lerner, 1996. ISBN
0-8225-2766-9. $14.21. 72 pp.
A 3-6 NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Quebec is part of the new "Hello Canada"
series which introduces young readers to the 13
provinces and territories of Canada. The text and
colorful illustrations cover information about the
land, history, economy, and people of Quebec,
"the place where the river narrows."
The "Hello Canada" series is an excellent
series for school libraries to obtain for their

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996

students' studies of countries of the world.
Information is clearly presented and its 7 lf2" by 5
3/4" format is easy-to-carry and hold. A cute
cartoon character, Barkley Beaver, explains the
maps and charts in the book. Following the text
are a number of interesting sections: famous
Quebecers, fast facts, glossary, pronunciation
guide, and index. The glossary explains the
meaning of words that are bolded in the text.

••••
Hest, May. Baby Duck and the Bad Eyeglasses.
Illustrated by Jim Barton. Candlewick Press,
1996. ISBN 1-56402-680-9. $16.99. 24 pp.
A Pre-2 PB

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

Baby Duck is back again! Hest's first book
with Baby Duck, In the Rain With Baby Duck,
was a great success with young children both at
school and at home. Now Baby Duck gets
glasses. She does not feel right or look right with
them on her face. She is even afraid to play in the
park, in case they might fall off. Nothing Mother
or Father say helps at all; but Grandpa makes a
breakthrough when he points out that her glasses
are just like his-and she can play after all.
Barton's illustrations in this 10" x 12" picture
book are sunny, soft, and joyful. It appeals to all
the senses. Kids love it and I can enjoy reading it
every time there is a request.

••••
Ingold, Jeanette. The Window. Harcourt Brace,
1996. ISBN 0-15-201264-8 (pbk). $5.00
181 pp.
A 6+ FI

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Fifteen-year-old Mandy, recently blinded in
an automobile accident that claimed the life of her
mother, comes to Texas to live with relatives she
was never aware existed. Great-aunt Emma,
Great-uncle Gabriel, and Gabriel's brother, Greatuncle Abe, all take Mandy in as their own.
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Although initially, Mandy resists their wannth,
she gradually becomes less prickly as she gains
friends in school and progresses through her
"handicap." As she takes up residence in the attic
room of the ancestral home she now shares with
her relatives, Mandy hears distinct voices each
time she opens her attic bedroom window to the
Texas fann landscape below. Then she "sees" the
people who give voice to their drama as it plays in
her mind. Through a few questions to Emma and
careful reflection on her own, Mandy learns that
the characters she sees in her mind are her
grandparents in their youth. Their lives connect
Mandy to the father she has never met and her
now-deceased mother.
Those who are acquainted with persons who
are hearing and/or seeing impaired find plausible
characters in Mandy and her circle of family and
school friends. For those who have never coexisted with physically challenged individuals,
The Window is a view of people with special skills
and abilities, the universal need to receive
unconditional love and acceptance, as well as the
need to extend love and acceptance in tum. The
story's other thread is the need to feel connected
to family, including those who have passed on, to
give meaning to one's own life.

••••
All Over the Map:
an
Extraordinary Atlas of the United States
Featuring Towns that Actually Exist! Ten

Jouris, David.

Speed Press, 1994.
$9.95. 96 pp.

* 5+ NF

ISBN 0-89815-649-1.

Musical Map" (Fiddletown, Calif.); "An Artistic
Map" (Beaux Arts, Wash.); "An Animal Map"
(Grasshopper Junction, Ariz.); "A Botanical Map"
(Bluebell, Utah); " A Mineral Map" (Flintstone,
Ga.); "A Heavenly Map" (Ozone, Tenn.); "A
Weathered Map" (Thunderbolt, Ga.); "A Biblical
Map" (Mars Hill, Maine); "A Misspelled Map"
(Cowlic, Ariz.); "An Unimaginative Map" (Our
Town, Alabama); "An Edible Map" (Greasy,
Oklahoma);
"A
Professional
Map"
(Messengerville, New York); "A Sporting Map"
(Umpire, Arkansas); "A Numerical Map" (Zero,
Mississippi); "An Egotistical Map" (Looking
Glass, Oregon); "An Anatomical Map"
(Kneeland, California); "A Lovers' Map" (Sweet
Lips, Tennessee); "A Pessimistic Map"
(Bummerville, California); "An Optimistic Map"
(Hopeful, Georgia); "A Confusing Map" (Atlantic
City, Wyoming, and El Paso, Illinois); and " A
Christmas Map: (Elf, North Carolina). My
favorite maps are "A Curiously Juxtaposed Map"
(including Buen Dia and Mala Noche, Mexico,
and Baker and Pillsbury, North Dakota) and "An
Eccentric Map" (including Ding Dong, Texas;
Burnt Water, Arizona; Peculiar, Missouri; and
Grand Detour, Illinois).
Most maps contain well over a hundred
towns, each related by the theme of the map, all
purporting to be real places. Each map includes a
page of interesting anecdotes about some of the
towns on the map. This amusing book will appeal
to all who have ever had to memorize all fifty
state capitals for the geography bee, or even those
who haven not, children and adults alike.

••••

Reviewed by Robert L. Maxwell

All Over the Map is definitely the most
unusual atlas I have ever seen. It contains 33
different maps of the United States and bordering
areas of Canada and Mexico, each featuring cities
and towns whose names reflect a particular theme.
For example, the first map, "A Literary Map,"
includes the towns of Kipling, Ohio; Library,
Penn.; Longfellow, Mass.; and Ben Hur, Calif.
Other maps (with an example each) include: "A

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol17/iss4/3

Kehret, Peg. Small Steps: The Year I Got Polio.
Albert Whitman, 1996. ISBN 0-8075-74570. $14.95. 179 pp.
A 4-8 NF BI

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Peg Schulze, a twelve-year-old growing up in
Austin, Minnesota, in 1948, was in her seventh
grade choir class when she noticed her left thigh
muscle was twitching, "as if jumping beans lived
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in my leg." After class her legs lost their strength
and she collapsed in the hall. These first signs of
polio were quickly followed by a fever, and Peg
soon found herself paralyzed from the neck down.
Peg describes her painful, yet life-giving, hot pack
treatments and physical therapy sessions while in
University Hospital and Sheltering Arms.
Tommy, Dorothy, Renee, Alice, and Shirley, her
fellow patients, become her friends, and she
grows to appreciate her doctors and nurses, "Mrs.
Crab," Miss Ballard, and Dr. Bevis. The promise
that Peg makes with Dr. Bevis to walk again
becomes an inspiring goal Peg realizes after seven
months.

"

packs and the exercising and massaging of
muscles.
I had never taken the opportunity to learn
about polio, as I had been vaccinated as a child,
and the disease has not been a concern for present
generations with timely vaccinations. However,
I know several people who live with the effects of
polio, and reading Small Steps has helped me
understand some of the emotions and physical
challenges they have endured. This account will
help today's generation not only to know about
polio and its history and prevention, but will also
give them a true, heart-warming account of a
youngster who battled with all three types of
polio.

••••
THE

YEAR

l

GOT

!>OLI O

Kehret, Peg. Earthquake Terror. Cobblehill,
1996. ISBN 0-525-65226-4. $14.95. 132 pp.
C 4-6 FI

PegKehret

© 1996 Photograph courtesy of Elizabeth Schultz
This was a clear, chronological account of
Peg's bout with polio, interwoven into the history
and treatment of polio. Young readers will be
able to put themselves in her place as she honestly
describes her feelings for home and family, her
fears and emotions at different stages of her
diagnosis and treatment, and her fun "popping a
wheelie" in the wheelchair she names Silver, from
her favorite "The Lone Ranger" radio show.
Readers will also learn of Elizabeth Kenny, an
Australian World War I nurse, who developed the
Kenny treatments, the application of hot woolen

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996

Reviewed by Pat Birkedahl

The 1989 San Francisco earthquake is the
setting for this children-in-peril-story.
The
Palmer family has gone camping on the deserted
Magpie Island in the Tuscan River. The mother
breaks her ankle when the family is an hour's hike
from the car. To hasten to a hospital, the parents
decide to leave 12-year- old Jonathan to care for
his six-year-old handicapped sister who walks
with the aid of a walker. While Jonathan, Abby,
and the family dog make their way back to camp,
the earthquake hits.
They struggle back to camp through debris
and after shocks only to find the camper smashed.
The island slowly floods, so Jonathan convinces
Abby to ride the river on a tree trunk. Jonathan
rides another tree with the dog. The children are
separated as they're swept down stream on their
makeshift boats. Abby's tree snags on a pier and
she is able to crawl to shore. Jonathan is rescued
hours later after nearly drowning, and he directs
rescuers to Abby. The family is finally reunited
(dog, too).
The first problem with this story is how a
woman with a broken ankle can travel faster than
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her child with a walker. It felt like a contrivance
of the author, an awkward one. Pages of action
with dialogue describe the earthquake. These
pages are misleading for an event that lasted only
a few seconds. Then the river-riding scene with a
river choked with debris made suspension of
disbelief an impossible task. At the rescue, the
dog is credited with saving Jonathan's life by
keeping him warm even though the smaller child
survives even longer without shelter or a dog.
. However, young readers may not question the
believability of the story, and all the major
characters survive the series of disasters to be
happily reunited.

••••
King-Smith, Dick. Sophie's Lucky. Illustrated by
David Parkins. Candlewick Press, 1995.
ISBN 1-56402-869-0. $14.99. 110 pp.
A- 1-4 FI

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

Sophie, determined as ever to be a lady
farmer, gets to visit her beloved Aunt AI in the
Scottish Highlands. The trip comes up to
Sophie's every expectation, including the loan of
a pony, named Lucky, to ride while she is there.
When the time comes to return home, Sophie
declares her wish to live on the Scottish farm
forever. Aunt AI declares, enigmatically, that it
might happen sooner rather than later.
Upon returning home, Sophie receives the
saddest news of her life. Her Aunt AI has died in
her sleep. Even though Sophie doesn't approve of
crying, she trudges out to the potting shed and has
"a really good howl." Later on, the family
discovers that Aunt AI has left her entire estate to
them, if they will live there. The boys are to get
a sum of money, but Sophie will inherit the farm .
When they arrive in Scotland, Sophie is told there
is a Christmas/birthday present in the bam.
Sophie plodded down the stable till
she came to the end stall, the one with the
name FRISK above it. There stood
Lucky.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol17/iss4/3

"What's Lucky doing up here?'' said
Sophie. "Why isn't he down at the
farm?"
"Because he doesn't live there
anymore,' her mother said.
'Because we bought him from the
Grants,' said her father.
Sophie gulped. "For me?" she said.
"For you," they said. "For your very
own." For once Sophie didn't shout,
"Yikes!" ... [She] looked up at her father
and mother and grinned all over her face.
If you have not met the indomitable Sophie
yet, this is your last chance to get acquainted.
This marks the end of a wonderfully charming
series of books about a small girl with a large
dream, and the will to make it come true. Sophie
will be a lady farmer, even if she has to get
married to get a farm. There is no doubt that
somehow Sophie's dream will come true. She is
a force of nature.
These books are written for children in
content, style, and vocabulary. They make
excellent choices for the transition between
beginning reading and the more difficult chapter
books.

••••
Komaiko, Leah. Just My Dad and Me. Illustrated
by Jeffrey Greene. HarperCollins, 1995.
ISBN 0-06-024573-5. $15.95. Unpaginated.
A 2-6 FI PB

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

This beautifully illustrated story, told in
rhyme, is about a young girl who wants to go to
the beach for a swim with just her dad.
Apparently everyone else feels the same way,
including Mom, brothers and sisters, aunts and
uncles, cousins, grandma and grandpa, and the
dog (crowds of people and animals}-who all
troop along in Just My Dad and Me. She wishes
they would all go away, but that is not to be.
Mom and Dad swing her by her arms and legs in
a playful game and toss her into the sea. Here the
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fantasy begins (and the book jacket is sure to
remind the reader that this is a fantasy and that
proper equipment needs to be used when deep sea
diving or snorkeling!) as she plays with all of the
amazing sea creatures. Finally realizing that she
needs air and sun and her family, she comes
flying out of the water into the waiting arms of
her dad. An excellent look at the importance of
family.
Greene has created a fantastic underwater
world full of all kinds of fish and turtles and
frogs, and so many other sea creatures. The
colors are bold and the details incredible. The
child is a rollicking, wide-eyed sea creature
herself, and any young reader will be filled with
questions about all the wonderful, named
manttme creatures. A great little book to
introduce a child to the wonders of reading, and to
the excitement of life beneath the sea.

••••
Kurtz, Jane. Pulling the Lion's Tail. Illustrated
by Floyd Cooper. Simon & Schuster, 1995.
ISBN 0-689-80324-9. $15.00. Unpaginated.
A PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

In a shrinking world, everyone needs to know
more about other people, other lands, and other
cultures. But I hate bold, brash, preachy books
that practically shout "Here I am! Look at me!
I'm teaching you! I'm going to force you to learn
something you really, really ought to know about
my culture!" So, when I come across a nice quiet
book that talks to me on all levels, that tells me
more about something I am amazed to learn, that
charms the eyes, that communicates the similarity
in all of us, I love it. This is such a book.
The tale takes place in Africa, but it could
take place anywhere in the world. It is about a
child that is meeting and getting to know a
new/second mother. Any child in this situation
will be afraid that the new mother will not like
them, that the new mother will be hard or
unloving; that the new mother will be too
different from what the child is used to. In this
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case, wise old grandfather gently teaches the girl
that many things are not what they seem. In the
end, she surprises herself, with the knowledge that
she can help, she can be the one to make the first
move toward friendship.

••••
Lowry, Lois. Anastasia Absolutely. Houghton
Mifflin, 1995. ISBN 0-395-74521-7. $13.95.
119 pp.
A 4-7 FI

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

Our good friend, Anastasia Krupnik is
growing up and learning to think more clearly. In
this adventure, Anastasia gets a dog who has to be
walked early every morning. She not only has to
go out when she is barely awake, but she also has
to "scoop," too. Right away she gets in trouble.
Anastasia has promised to mail her mother's
sketches for her new book when she goes out with
the dog. Without realizing it, she mails the
"scooper package" instead. In fact it is not until
the mailbox disappears and there is a police story
about an attempted bombing that she realizes what
she has done. Should she tell? There is sure to be
trouble.
At the same time, her values class at school
has some interesting assignments to answer:
Suppose that in order to protect and save a
small vegetable garden that would feed a
hungry family for an entire summer, you were
required to hit a groundhog over the head
with a rock and kill it. Would you do so?
Anastasia grapples with the values involved
and finally tells the truth. And the truth helps the
police find the guilty party.
Lowry's Anastasia is always entertaining,
with great integrity. There is no preaching, but a
good deal of guidance, for the thought processes
is the highlight of this book. A very strong
addition to this great tradition.

••••
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Madsen, Susan Arrington. Growing Up in Zion:
True Stories of Young Pioneers Building up
the Kingdom. Deseret Book, 1996. ISBN 157345-189-4. $11.96 292 pp.
B 8+ FI

Reviewed by Rachel L. Wadham

Growing Up in Zion looks at Mormon pioneer
life in Utah from the children's point of view.
Twenty-two men and women, in multiple-page
excerpts from autobiographies, diaries, and oral
interviews, recall their childhood and teen years in
nineteenth century Utah Mormon communities.
Short memories from other children are inserted
on almost every page. They add color to the
longer narrations and help modem-day children
understand how different life was for young
people who lived over 100 years ago. Numerous
photographs provide a glimpse of their clothes,
toys, and surroundings.
This book, written for the I 50th anniversary
of the arrival of the Mormon pioneers in Utah,
covers the growth of Utah between 1847 and
1900. It does not include examples from mining
towns, or non-Mormon communities, but the
historical value within its stated limits makes it a
book that public libraries and school libraries in
Utah will want to consider for purchase.
It includes an index and a seven-page list of
sources. A list of photographs and illustrations
identifies the people in each picture and tells
where was taken. The reading range is about 5th
through 8th grades, but it would also be of interest
to younger and older children studying Utah
history.

••••
Nix, Garth. Sabriel. HarperCollins, 1996. ISBN
0-060-27322-4. Price not given.
B 8-9 Fl

Reviewed by Rachel L. Wadham

In order to rescue her father from the Land of
the Dead and to destroy the overpowering evil
that threatens her world, Sabriel, the necromancer
Abbhorsen, must journey into the magical Old
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Kingdom and use her untrained powers. Sabriel
is a novel of omnipresent, menacing evil, a story
of unproved, faltering good and how the right
ultimately wins, even with obviously unmatched
powers. Drawing the reader deeply in at the
beginning, holding her in intense anticipation,
and not releasing her until the end, Nix has woven
a most extraordinary tale. In the beginning, it is
difficult to comprehend the magic contained in
Sabriel's world. However, as soon as the reader
begins to identify more with the characters, it
soon becomes possible to suspend disbelief, even
though we still may not completely understand.
Pitting against one another, those characters that
are truly human, those from the Land of the Dead,
and those made completely of magic, produces
multiple climaxes that increase in intensity and
duration until the final showdown. While this
novel's frank portrayal of mythical death and
Sabriel's sexual awareness may disturb some, this
action packed novel is definitely one that
adventure lovers and fantasy enthusiasts will
enJoy.

••••

Paterson, Katherine. Jip: His Story. Lodestar,
1996. ISBN 0-525-67543-4. $15.99. 181 pp.
B+ 5+ FI

Reviewed by Rachel L.Wadham

After tumbling off a wagon as a baby and
living on a Vermont poor farm for years, Jip
finally learns the identity of his parents and must
face the horrible consequences of his true
ancestry. Based in Paterson's home town of
Barre, Vermont, Jip: His Story is a stirring tale
of a young boy's life, his friendships, his past, and
ultimately, his future. While one major theme is
difficult to pinpoint, the insights about mankind's
capacity for fear, hatred, injustice, and cruelty are
clearly drawn so they are of great impact on the
reader. With characters who are natural, who
bring out our natural sympathies or hatreds, and
who carry qualities of every man with them
(despite differences in circumstances and mental
capacity), the emotions and reality of a bit of
American history are brought into clear focus.
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The novel's plot is logical; however, the climax
seems out of place and there is no real preparation
for the truth it contains. Of a somewhat lower
quality than some of the author's previous novels
(Bridge to Terabithia and Jacob I Have Loved)
Jip: His Story provides a unique insight into
human nature and is definitely worth reading.

••••

begins to overflow, they move north where they
have plenty of room.
Dooling's captivating illustrations and
Paxton's unforgettable tale make a terrific story to
be read at Christmas time, or any time.

••••
Pienkowski, Jan. Botticelli's Bed and Breakfast.
Illustrated by various artists. Smith &
Schuster, 1996.
ISBN 0-684-83523-1.
$23.50. Unpaginated.

* All PB

© 1996 Bill Dodge
Paxton, Tom.
The Story of Santa Claus.
Illustrated by Michael Dooling. Morrow
Junior Books, 1995. ISBN 0-688-11364-8.
$15.00. Unpaginated.
* Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Marlene Mabey

Have you ever wondered who Santa Claus
was before we knew him as he is today? In this
original tale, we watch as his fame as a wood
carver and toy maker spreads until he has more
than he can do. Then his wife, Eva, enlists the
help of the local elves. When their forest cottage
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Reviewed by Robert L. Maxwell

Visitors to Botticelli's Bed and Breakfast will
have a most unusual stay. In the Great Hall they
will meet Mr. and Mrs. Arnolfini (friends of Han
Van Eyck) who are spending their honeymoon
there. They will want to look at some unusual
paintings of Henry VIII (a former patron) and his
wives. In the library they will happen on Mrs.
Whistler watching the Da Vinci Fitness Training
Program on the TV, and might pause to admire
the Portland vase and the bust of Nefertiti (her
mummy is said to be in the cellar). They will
unfortunately have to share the bathroom with
David (brushing his teeth) and Venus (taking a
shower), but this inconvenience is somewhat
lessened by the water lily toilet freshener, a gift of
M. Monet. In the bedroom, they will find the bed
occupied by a rather loud guest, but they might
want to try on some of the clothes left behind by
Senor Velazquez and Mr. Gainsborough. In the
kitchen, should they venture there (and they
should), they will find the unflappable Ms. Lisa
taking care of the Da Vinci children (two of them
anyway) who are taking a bath. The cellars,
currently occupied by Mr. Rembrandt and his card
shark friends, are suitably spooky, and include a
boathouse containing a Venetian gondola. On the
roof, reside the Raphael angels-the ghosts of two
children of a former owner who unwisely climbed
out on the roof one night and were eaten by a
dinosaur, who is also still there.
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Jan Pienkowski has created an amazing popup book that folds all the way open to form the
interior of a Goreyesque mansion which is stuffed
with treasures of the world's artistic heritage.
While not precisely a children's book, and no
doubt too fragile for small children to handle,
parents and teachers will want to share this book
with their children as a fun a lively introduction to
art. Included is a hilarious "guide book" to the
house, and hidden in a secret compartment in the
library is a chart giving complete details about the
art, including the artist and the current location of
the pieces.

••••
Polocco, Patricia. Aunt Chip and the Great
Tipple Creek Dam Aff Illustrated by the
author. Philomel, 1996. ISBN 0-399-229464. $21.50. Unpaginated.

* Pre-4 PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

The day the town built a television station on
Cedar and Oak Streets, the town librarian
predicted "consequences" and "upped" and took to
her bed! Fifty years later her worst fears have
come true. And fifty years later, she leaves her
bed and realizes that books are being used for
everything-except reading! She vows to do
something about it and begins to teach the
children how to read. Her grandson Eli picks up
reading very easily and begins to read
everything-including a musty old book that
appears to hold a wall together-a wall that holds
the water back, in fact the Tipple Creek Dam.
When Eli pulls the book out of the wall the water
gushes forth and a miracle happens.
In recent years, Polacco has become a favorite
of mine, not only because the stories carry values
without being preachy, but also because of the
artwork. Her style is sort ofNorman Rockwellish
and very heart-warming. If you haven't read her
other stories, look them up at your favorite local
library-I'm sure they will have them.

••••
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol17/iss4/3

Posenberg, Liz. The Carousel. Illustrated by Jim
Lamarche. Harcourt Brace, 1995. ISBN 015-200853-5. $16.00. Unpaged.
A Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Two sisters, walking through the park on the
way home from school, remember their now dead
mother. They pause beside a broken carousel and
decide to see why it is broken. The younger sister
is very handy with mechanical things, just like her
mother, and runs home to get mom's tool box
because she believes she can repair the carousel.
The other sister has the talent to soothe bad
feelings by playing soft, slow flute music .
Between the two of them they find that the
carousel is magical and will take them on a wild
chase through the park if they just climb aboard
one of the horses.
Delightful, almost magical pictures assist
with the telling of this story and the tender ending
will almost leave you breathless.

••••
Rogasky, Barbara. The Go/em. Illustrated by
Trina Schart Hyman. Holiday House, 1996.
ISBN 0-8234-0964-3. $18.95. 96 pp.
A- 6+ FI

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

In Prague during the 16th century, there was
a wise and learned rabbi, Jacob Loew, who
needed a way to ease his people's burdens. He
forms the figure of a man from river clay and
gives it a life. This figure is a golem. The Golem
could hear, but not speak, could move, but only
when commanded, would do exactly what he was
told, and was very large and strong. With the help
of the Golem, Rabbi Loew was able to avert
disaster many times when anti-Jewish forces
plotted to do them great harm. When the rabbi
grew old, he feared for the Golem and for his
people, and decided to reverse the process which
gave the Golem life. To this day, in some attic in
Prague, the clay body lies undiscovered, waiting .
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This is a retelling of the Golem story that
brings life and humanity to a bogeyman and gives
a telling atmosphere to a period of time when
Jews needed supernatural help to survive in a
hostile world. Each chapter is a separate incident
when the Golem was called upon to save the
Jewish community. In one chapter the people
were saved from mass poisoning. Another story
tells of how the Golem stopped a woman from
marrying an unknown brother. Many of the
stories center around the "blood lie," a terrible
slander proclaimed by many Christians who
declared that Jews drank Christian blood during
their sacred ceremonies. All of the stories reveal
Jewish customs and life during the Middle Ages
in Poland. The book is very well written, full of
fascinating detail, and surprisingly sympathetic to
a folk character that traditionally receives little
compassiOn.

••••
Root, Nancy. Aunt Nancy and Old Man Trouble.
Illustrated by David Parkins. Candlewick
Press, 1996. ISBN 1-56402-347-8. $16.99.
Unpaged.

* K+ PB

Reviewed By Jan Staheli

Aunt Nancy gets a visit from Old Man
Trouble that begins with her spring drying up.
But that irrepressible lady decides there is a way
to outwit the old scoundrel. She invites him in,
cool as you please, and proceeds to be glad over
every bit of ill luck that comes with him. The
spring dried up and now she won't have mud
tracking up her floors. The fire won't bum, but
it's too hot anyway. The water glass breaks, but
it was cracked and now won't cut anyone. The
chair she is sitting on falls apart beneath her, but
she has just been looking for some kindling wood.
Finally Old Man Trouble has had enough. He
leaves her house, grinning evilly to think that
when the spring starts up again, Aunt Nancy will
finally recognize her "bad luck." Aunt Nancy is
"grinning pretty big herself."

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996

This is a classic tale of a common person
outwitting Bad Luck, told in a mountain dialect
and illustrated very cleverly with stylized
drawings that give it a simple feel. The full-color
pages are opposite text pages, and silhouettes
decorate the text pages. The story flows smoothly
and concisely, and Aunt Nancy's cleverness
makes you smile as she ignores the disasters Old
Man Trouble brings upon her. Children young
and old will enjoy this shrewd heroine and her
plan to trick the ultimate trickster.

••••
Schnur, Steven.
The Tie Man's Miracle.
Illustrated by Steven T. Johnson. Morrow
Junior Books, 1995. ISBN 0-688-13464-5 .
$16.00. 30 pp.

* K+ PB

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

Johnson's watercolors thoughtfully and
joyfully illustrate this Chanukah tale.
Mr.
Hoffman, the tie man, has come to Seth's house on
the evening of Chanukah. Impatient to begin the
celebration, Seth at first wishes him gone. His
parents invite the old man to join them and after
much persuasion, he stays for the lighting of the
Menorah and then for a bowl of soup. Mr.
Hoffman shares the sadness of his family lost
during the War and then tells of a belief in
Chanukah miracles.
On the eighth night we didn't just light
the menorah but watched the candles
bum all the way down, believing that if
they all went out at exactly the same
instant, those nine little columns of
smoke would rise as one up to heaven,
carrying our wishes straight to the ear of
God.
Seth cannot persuade him to stay until the
candles go out to see if a miracle will be granted,
but Seth watches. Seth's wish is that the tie man
will be given back his family.
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The shammash flickered, then so did the
other eight candles. I held my breath. A
moment later the room went black. Nine
narrow columns of smoke rose from the
silver menorah. a little way above my
head they seemed to join in a delicate
braid, rising faster. Suddenly the room
grew bright. I heard voices shouting,
"Papa, Papa!" Shadows danced on the
ceiling, feet scurried across the floor,
laughter filled the air. And then all was
silent and dark.
Mr. Hoffman never returned to Seth's house
and Seth never again saw all nine candles go out
at once.
The narration has a quite joyous quality. The
illustrations are full of depth and personality. An
excellent Chanukah tale, with a brief glossary of
Chanukah terms at the beginning.

••••
Sherrow, Victoria. Violence and the Media.
Millbrook Press, 1996. ISBN 1-56294-549-1 .
$16.40. 176 pp.
A 12+ NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

What is the connection between media and
violence? What is the history of violence in
media? What about violence and the news? What
factors lead to violent behavior? What can be
done to answer these and other complex issues?
Violence and the Media gives the young adult
reader useful background information on these
and other questions about this timely concern.
Informative and up-to-date, the book
addresses violence in all types of mass media:
television, movies, video, and computer games,
music videos, and musical lyrics. The "Sources
Notes", "Crime Statistics", "Places to Contact",
"Further Reading", "Bibliography", and "Index
Sections" at the end of the book make it a very
useful resource for both high school and college

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol17/iss4/3

libraries. Violence and the Media is part of the
series "Issue and Debate."

••••
Wardlaw, Lee. 101 Ways to Bug Your Parents.
Dial, 1996. ISBN 0-80-371901-9. $14.99.
204 pp.
B 5-7 FI

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

Sneeze (so named because of his allergies) is
disappointed when his family's summer plans of
traveling to an Invention Convention are changed
to include his participation in a creative writing
class. His parents are unaware that Sneeze has
contacted the head of a company who is interested
in his latest invention, the nice alarm. Because
Sneeze is determined he will go to the convention,
he invents a scheme to make money to finance his
trip. He gets a job at a local miniature golf course
and decides to write a book that will sell enough
copies to pay his way to the convention. In his
anger toward his parents, he decides to write a
book on the topic, "I 0 I ways to bug your
parents." Through Sneeze's experiences, his
family renews their commitment to better
communication. He also learns the rewards of
hard work.
The topic itself creates instant interest in the
book. Ideas such as Number 94: "Say: 'I need a
Halloween costume' fifteen minutes before you
do" will definitely elicit a chuckle from readers.
The print is large and easy to read making it a
perfect choice for reluctant readers.
The
characters in the books are eccentric; they create
several subplots throughout the book helping
Sneeze learn some important lessons. A teacher
could build upon the writing process taught in the
summer school course. Although this book is not
outstanding, it is a dependable selection that will
attract readers and could be used as an effective
instructional tool by teachers.

••••
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White, Ruth. Belle Prater's Boy. Farrar Strauss
Giroux, 1996.
ISBN 9-7803743-066-8.
$16.00. 196 pp.
* 4-6 FI

Reviewed by Pat Birkedahl

Gypsy, along with most the people in Coal
Station, Virginia, wants to know what happened
to her Aunt Belle Patter who disappeared right off
the face of the earth. After Belle's disappearance,
her boy, Woodrow, comes to live with his
grandparents next door to his cousin Gypsy.
Gypsy is intent on solving the mystery, but on the
way she discovers many important secrets about
her life and the lives of those near her.
It is impossible to miss the theme in this book
stated outright from Antoine de Saint-Exupery's
The Little Prince, "It is only with the heart that
one can see rightly; what is essential is invisible
to the eye." Every major character in this book
grapples with the importance of physical beauty.
Yet, the book is not didactic. The flow of events
is carried along by Gypsy's folksy first person
narrative- a narrative rich with strong images and
the insights and emotions of a twelve-year-old
girl.
Woodrow is a solid companion for Gypsy, a
protector who is seen by Gypsy as the one in need
of protection. Both children have been abandoned
by a parent, but Gypsy's abandonment was far
more cruel, so much so that she repressed the
horrifying image of her father's face destroyed
from suicide. She faces the reality of his death in
the book's climax.
I would guess the title, Belle Prater's Boy, is
intended to tell readers this is not a "girl" book.
Both boy and girl readers should find plenty to
hold their interest as the book's many mysteries
are explored and solved .

© 1996 Elizabeth Sayles

••••
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